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he rode Washoe Ban across the fields and hills, paying the
men in gold from money bags strapped around his waist,
the same gold pouches he had carried in the Klondike. The
knowledge that he was making work for men brought him
profound and unending pleasure, as great as the pleasure
he was deriving from his farming experiments and the
thought that he was the saviour of California agriculture.

The farmers of the neighbourhood jeered at him for
ploughing three crops under, laughed at what they called
the " eight-hour socialists" working on the ranch. When he
had been laughed at for building the Snark, just as he was
being laughed at now for building a model ranch, he had
complained, "A man picks out a clean, wholesome way to
make and spend money, and everybody jumps on him. If I
went in for horse races or chorus girls, there'd be no end of
indulgent comment." To people who cautioned him against
sinking such huge sums of money in experiments he
answered, "I earn my money honestly, and not off the
backs of labour. If I want to spend it to give employment,
to rehabilitate California ranching, why have I not the right
to spend my money for my own peculiar kind of enjoyment ?"

And enjoy himself he did. Each new guest was proudly
escorted to the dairy barn to be shown the milking records
being kept on each cow, the rich alfalfa and corn fields were
growing, the improved breeds of beef cattle, hogs, and goats
he had started. When one of the animals won a blue ribbon
at a stock show he was enormously set up. When away for a
sailing trip on the Roamer, or on the four-horse driving trip
with Charmian and Nakata, he wrote constant letters of
advice and instruction to Eliza, who in turn wrote telling
him every detail of what was happening on the ranch. He
writes to her, " See that the pigs in the pasture are fed. How
did the barley fields get flooded? Don't forget to work the
stallion. Are the engine and water hose shaded from the
heat of the sun? I'm heartbroken that the pigs have cholera.
Have the foundations of the twenty-stall barn repaired. Now
is the time to see that every horse working, and every colt, is
fed in addition to pasturage. In making the stone wall